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Introducing English Semantics

Introducing English Semantics, Second Edition is a practical introduction to
understanding how meanings are expressed in the English language.
Presenting the basic principles of the discipline of semantics, this newly
revised edition explores the knowledge of language that speakers have that
enables them to communicate — to express observations, opinions, intentions
and the products of their imagination. The text emphasizes pragmatic
investigation with numerous illustrative examples of concepts and ample
exercises to help students develop and improve their linguistic analysis skills.

Introducing English Semantics:

e discusses the nature of human language and how linguists categorize
and examine it

e covers meanings expressed in English words, prefixes, suffixes, and
sentences

e examines such relations as synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, ambiguity,
implication, factivity, aspect, and modality

e draws comparisons between English and other languages

e illustrates the importance of ‘tone of voice’ and ‘body language’ in
face-to-face exchanges and the role of context in any communication

e contains a wealth of exercises and a glossary to clearly define all
terminology.

This new edition includes expanded and updated textual exercises, and
puts a greater focus on compounds and other kinds of composite lexemes.
Written in a clear and accessible style, Introducing English Semantics is an
essential text for any student taking an introductory course in semantics.

The late Charles W. Kreidler was Emeritus Professor of Linguistics at

Georgetown University, USA. His publications include The Pronunciation
of English (1989) and Our English Vocabulary (2007).




Introducing English Semantics

Second Edition

Charles W. Kreidler

S NS - i !
FAARAE R AT M3 VUREF R 08

P B A 1 T

SO S T
; ( |
ks A 44 ..;’i:\“-l

E Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK




Contents

1

Preface

The study of meaning

1.
1.
d.
1.

AN W=

The systematic study of meaning 1
The nature of language 2

Language acquisition 4
Demonstrating semantic knowledge 5

Language in use

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5

Pragmatics 11

Natural and conventional signs 12
Linguistic signs 14

Prosody 17

Non-verbal communication 23

The dimensions of meaning

3.
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8

Reference and denotation 28
Connotation 30

Sense relations 31

Lexical and grammatical meanings 34
Morphemes 35

Homonymy and polysemy 36

Lexical ambiguity 39

Sentence meaning 39

X1

11



viii Contents
e
4 Semantic roles
43
4.1 Sentence and proposition 43
4.2 Semantic roles 47
4.2.1 Weather verbs (valency 0) 48
4.2.2 Performance verbs and experience verbs
(valency 1) 48
4.2.3 Effective and affective verbs (valency 2 and 3) 49
4.3 Some changes in valency 52
5 Lexical relations 57
§.1 Lexical fields 58
5.2 Kinship 60
5.3 Hyponyms 63
5.4 Synonyms 65
5.5 Antonymy 68
5.6 Binary and non-binary antonyms 68
5.7 A comparison of four relations 70
5.8 Converse antonyms 71
5.9 Symmetry and reciprocity 72
5.10 Expressions of quantity 73
6 Reference 76
6.1 Referents and referring expressions 77
6.2 Extension and intension 78
6.3 Some different kinds of referents 80
6.3.1 Unique and non-unique referents 80
6.3.2 Concrete and abstract referents 80
6.3.3 Countable and non-countable referents 81
6.4 Different ways of referring 82
6.4.1 Generic and non-generic reference 83
6.4.2 Specific and non-specific reference 84
6.4.3 Definite and indefinite reference 84
6.5 Deixis 86
6.6 Anaphora 87
6.7 Shifts in ways of referring 90
6.8 Referential ambiguity 91
7 Sentences as arguments 94

4 |
e
7.8
7.4

Full statement clauses 96
Question clauses 97
Infinitive clauses 97
Gerund clauses 99




i

P R

7§  Non-factual clauses 99

7.6 Verbal nouns 100

7.7 Comparing types of clauses 102
7.8  Symtactic ambiguity 103

R Aspect

8.1 Generic and specific predications 105
8.2 Stative predicates and dynamic predicates 109
8.3  Durative and punctual 111
8.4 ‘Telic and atelic 113
8.5 Ingressive, continuative, and egressive aspect 116
8.5.1 Predicates of location 116
8.5.2 Predicates of possession 116
8.6  Prospective and retrospective 118
8.7 Some grammatical expressions of aspect 119
8.7.1  The prospective 119
8.7.2  The perfect or retrogressive 119
8.7.3  The progressive 120

9  Factivity, implication, and modality

9.1 Factivity 123
9.2 Implicative predicates 126
9.3 Modality 127

10 A variety of predicates

10.1 Attitudinal predicates 136
10.2 Enabling and preventing 141
10.3 Perceptual predicates 144

11 The semantics of morphological relations

11.1 Formal processes of derivation 151
11.2 Semantic processes in derivation 153
11.3 Verbs formed from nouns 154

11.3.1 Transfer meanings 154

11.3.2 Effective meanings 157

11.3.3 Instrumental meanings 159

11.3.4 Vehicular meanings (instrument + transfer) 160
11.4 Verbs from adjectives 162
11.5 Verbs from verbs 164
11.6 Adjectives derived from verbs 166
11.7 Adjectives derived from nouns 168
11.8 Adjectives derived from adjectives 170

107

123

136

150




~ Glossary of technical terms |
Bibliography 189
Index 1”

(roh

N TE saniseam
fif agznasio |




AT e N

a3

Preface

This textbook is intended as a practical introduction to linguistic semantics
at university level. In writing it I have had several groups of students in
mind: I hope it will be useful for imparting a knowledge of semantics to
students specializing in linguistics and that it also can be used in a general
liberal-arts curriculum. I believe the text will be particularly useful to
teachers of English as a first or second language and to advanced non-
native students of English. Little or no background in linguistics is assumed.

As the title suggests, the book differs from any other texts in its special
focus on the English language and in the attention it gives to the lexical and
grammatical devices that English uses to express meaning. Since learning
linguistics requires a heavy involvement with data — words, phrases,
sentences, and more extended discourse — I have tried to provide these both
in the presentation of concepts and in material for practice. This hands-on
approach will, I hope, help students develop and improve their own skills of
linguistic analysis.

As an academic discipline, linguistic semantics is notable in its lack of
consensus on points of theory. I have avoided extensive formalism or an
overly theoretical framework in favor of an emphasis on practical
investigation. For an in-depth study of semantic theory, some instructors
will want to supplement what is here. I hope the suggested reading lists at
the end of each chapter will be used for that purpose.

The discussion, throughout the book, is carried along through numerous
illustrative sentences that serve as points of departure for the concepts and
definitions introduced. Technical terms are given in bold when they are
first introduced in each chapter; these are explained in the Glossary at the
end of the book. When an asterisk precedes a phrase or sentence, it indicates
that the construction is not applicable; it is something that speakers of
English do not say. Practice exercises in every chapter call on students to
participate continually in the development of topics, mainly by leading
them to examine their own use of the English language. Some of the
exercises have obvious answers; in other instances it will be found that
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y agree about some meaning, or ;-

t entirel re
speakers of the language do no be a valuable part of the leal‘niné- 1

not sure. Here group discussion can

experience. o
Int i t se
Students should finish the course with a sense of what semantics is aboy;

and how semantic analysis is done; they should also have a deeper
appreciation of the nature of language in general and of Engligh in 0
particular. , :

This new edition provided an opportunity to re-examine the Origing|
text and incorporate more of what I have learned from'my interaction with
teachers, future teachers, native speakers, and non-native speakers,

[ am grateful to a number of anonymous readers of the manuscript for
helpful suggestions and indeed for making me see my own weaknesses ang
strengths. The staff of Routledge have been remarkably kind and smoothly
efficient in bringing this work to publication. Responsibility for the contents
rests with me, of course.

C.W.K.




